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Since it came on the air in 1997, Comedy Central's top-rated animated program,
South Park, has been criticized for its crude, scatological humor and political
insensitivity. However, the program also fearlessly wades into the morass of
American political life as it tackles and satirizes all American sacred cows,
including "political correctness," the value of celebrities, ideas about childhood,
and the role of religion in American life. In the process, South Park raises
provocative and timely questions about politics, identity, and the media's
influence in shaping American thinking.
Taking South Park Seriously brings together scholars who explore the broader
implications of South Park's immense popularity by examining the program's
politics, aesthetics, and cultural impact. Topics covered include the pleasures of
watching the show, South Park's relationship to other animated programs, and the
program's representations of racial and ethnic minorities, the disabled, celebrities,
children, religion, and education. This book will be of interest not only to
communications and cultural studies scholars, but to anyone who has ever
laughed along with Cartman, Stan, Kyle, and Kenny.
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Since it came on the air in 1997, Comedy Central's top-rated animated program, South Park, has been
criticized for its crude, scatological humor and political insensitivity. However, the program also fearlessly
wades into the morass of American political life as it tackles and satirizes all American sacred cows,
including "political correctness," the value of celebrities, ideas about childhood, and the role of religion in
American life. In the process, South Park raises provocative and timely questions about politics, identity, and
the media's influence in shaping American thinking.
Taking South Park Seriously brings together scholars who explore the broader implications of South Park's
immense popularity by examining the program's politics, aesthetics, and cultural impact. Topics covered
include the pleasures of watching the show, South Park's relationship to other animated programs, and the
program's representations of racial and ethnic minorities, the disabled, celebrities, children, religion, and
education. This book will be of interest not only to communications and cultural studies scholars, but to
anyone who has ever laughed along with Cartman, Stan, Kyle, and Kenny.
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Editorial Review

Review
This collection is sure to get South Park fans thinking a little deeper. The articles are both well written and
readable. You know, I think I learned something today! Robert Arp, editor of South Park and Philosophy:
You Know, I Learned Something Today
This book is a serious and thoughtful effort at a scholarly analysis of South Park, and it makes an important
contribution in beginning a scholarly dialogue on this influential and often controversial show. John Alberti,
author of Leaving Springfield: The Simpsons and the Possibility of Oppositional Culture"

"This collection is sure to get South Park fans thinking a little deeper. The articles are both well written and
readable. You know, I think I learned something today!" -- Robert Arp, editor of South Park and Philosophy:
You Know, I Learned Something Today
"This book is a serious and thoughtful effort at a scholarly analysis of South Park, and it makes an important
contribution in beginning a scholarly dialogue on this influential and often controversial show." -- John
Alberti, author of Leaving Springfield: The Simpsons and the Possibility of Oppositional Culture

From the Back Cover
Since it came on the air in 1997, Comedy Central's top-rated animated program, South Park, has been
criticized for its crude, scatological humor and political insensitivity. However, the program also fearlessly
wades into the morass of American political life as it tackles and satirizes all American sacred cows,
including "political correctness," the value of celebrities, ideas about childhood, and the role of religion in
American life. In the process, South Park raises provocative and timely questions about politics, identity, and
the media's influence in shaping American thinking.

Taking South Park Seriously brings together scholars who explore the broader implications of South Park's
immense popularity by examining the program's politics, aesthetics, and cultural impact. Topics covered
include the pleasures of watching the show, South Park's relationship to other animated programs, and the
program's representations of racial and ethnic minorities, the disabled, celebrities, children, religion, and
education. This book will be of interest not only to communications and cultural studies scholars, but to
anyone who has ever laughed along with Cartman, Stan, Kyle, and Kenny.

"This collection is sure to get South Park fans thinking a little deeper. The articles are both well written and
readable. You know, I think I learned something today!" -- Robert Arp, editor of South Park and Philosophy:
You Know, I Learned Something Today

"This book is a serious and thoughtful effort at a scholarly analysis of South Park, and it makes an important
contribution in beginning a scholarly dialogue on this influential and often controversial show." -- John
Alberti, author of Leaving Springfield: The Simpsons and the Possibility of Oppositional Culture

Contributors include Matt Becker, Jason Boyd, Lindsay Coleman, Michael W. DeLashmutt, Randall
Fallows, Stephen Groening, Alison Halsall, Brannon Hancock, Brian L. Ott, Marc R. Plamondon, James
Rennie, Robert Samuels, Damion Sturm, and Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock.

About the Author
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Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock is Associate Professor of English at Central Michigan University and the author
of several books, including The Rocky Horror Picture Show and Spectral America: Phantoms and the
National Imagination.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

The book Taking South Park Seriously can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Taking South Park Seriously?
A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Taking South Park Seriously has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Alex Levey:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Taking South
Park Seriously suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Taking South Park Seriouslyis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Charles Brewster:

The book untitled Taking South Park Seriously contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Jeffrey David:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book Taking South Park Seriously we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Taking South Park Seriously. You can
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more pleasing than now.
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