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Considers what is known of acclaimed early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? and
how he was characterized in various times and places.

Early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? (d. 946) is both famous and unknown. One
of the pioneers of Islamic mysticism, he left no writings, but his legacy was
passed down orally, and he has been acclaimed from his own time to the present.
Accounts of Shibl? present a fascinating figure: an eccentric with a showy red
beard, a lover of poetry and wit, an ascetic who embraced altered states of
consciousness, and, for a time, a disturbed man confined to an insane asylum.
Kenneth Avery offers a contemporary interpretation of Shibl?’s thought and his
importance in the history of Sufism. This book surveys the major sources for
Shibl?’s life and work from both Arabic and Persian traditions, detailing the main
facets of his biography and teachings and documenting the evolving figure of a
Sufi saint. Shibl?’s relationships with his more famous colleague Junayd and his
infamous colleague ?all?j are discussed, along with his Qur’?nic spirituality, his
poetry, and the question of his periodic insanity.

“A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism.” — John Renard, editor of
Fighting Words: Religion, Violence, and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts
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Considers what is known of acclaimed early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? and how he was characterized
in various times and places.

Early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? (d. 946) is both famous and unknown. One of the pioneers of Islamic
mysticism, he left no writings, but his legacy was passed down orally, and he has been acclaimed from his
own time to the present. Accounts of Shibl? present a fascinating figure: an eccentric with a showy red
beard, a lover of poetry and wit, an ascetic who embraced altered states of consciousness, and, for a time, a
disturbed man confined to an insane asylum. Kenneth Avery offers a contemporary interpretation of Shibl?’s
thought and his importance in the history of Sufism. This book surveys the major sources for Shibl?’s life
and work from both Arabic and Persian traditions, detailing the main facets of his biography and teachings
and documenting the evolving figure of a Sufi saint. Shibl?’s relationships with his more famous colleague
Junayd and his infamous colleague ?all?j are discussed, along with his Qur’?nic spirituality, his poetry, and
the question of his periodic insanity.

“A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism.” — John Renard, editor of Fighting Words: Religion,
Violence, and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts
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Editorial Review

Review
A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism. John Renard, editor of "Fighting Words: Religion,
Violence, and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts""

Avery s monograph presents us with a pioneering attempt to use a better and much fresher method, derived
from the existing hagiographies, to reconstruct Shibl s image and spirituality through the different phases of
Sufism. Journal of Sufi Studies
A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism. John Renard, editor of Fighting Words: Religion, Violence,
and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts"

..".Avery's monograph presents us with a pioneering attempt to use a better and much fresher method,
derived from the existing hagiographies, to reconstruct Shibl?'s image and spirituality through the different
phases of Sufism." -- Journal of Sufi Studies
"A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism." -- John Renard, editor of Fighting Words: Religion,
Violence, and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts

About the Author
Kenneth Avery received his PhD in Islamic Studies from the University of Melbourne in Australia. His
books include Fifty Poems of ‘A???r and A Psychology of Early Sufi sam?‘: Listening and Altered States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Bates:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Shibli: His Life and
Thought in the Sufi Tradition suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Traditionis a single of several books that will everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all
of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Deborah Ryan:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition it is very good to read. There are
a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.
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Michael Marx:

Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Shibli:
His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Valerie Beauchamp:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Shibli: His Life and Thought
in the Sufi Tradition. You can more pleasing than now.
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