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Ideal for students who need to understand methodologies and results, but who
may never undertake major research projects themselves, this text offers an
innovative, accurate introduction to social research with balanced treatment of
qualitative and quantitative methods, integration of substantive examples and
research techniques, and consistent attention to the goal of validity and the
standards of ethical practice. This bestseller features a new chapter on evaluation
research, a new chapter on research ethics, revised coverage of qualitative
methods and updates throughout the text.

Offering a brief, engaging, and sometimes humorous treatment of social research
methods, it covers all essential elements of social research methods including
validity, causation, experimental and quasi-experimental design, and techniques
of analysis. It offers real data and updated examples that emphasize everyday
experiences and current issues, new ethics exercises, and  contemporary coverage
of web-based research methods.

This text is intended for courses in Research Methods offered in departments of
sociology, criminal justice, social work, communication, media studies, political
science, and public administration.
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Ideal for students who need to understand methodologies and results, but who may never undertake major
research projects themselves, this text offers an innovative, accurate introduction to social research with
balanced treatment of qualitative and quantitative methods, integration of substantive examples and research
techniques, and consistent attention to the goal of validity and the standards of ethical practice. This
bestseller features a new chapter on evaluation research, a new chapter on research ethics, revised coverage
of qualitative methods and updates throughout the text.

Offering a brief, engaging, and sometimes humorous treatment of social research methods, it covers all
essential elements of social research methods including validity, causation, experimental and quasi-
experimental design, and techniques of analysis. It offers real data and updated examples that emphasize
everyday experiences and current issues, new ethics exercises, and  contemporary coverage of web-based
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This text is intended for courses in Research Methods offered in departments of sociology, criminal justice,
social work, communication, media studies, political science, and public administration.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The strength of this text is in its brevity. In a one semester course, it is impossible to cover all the topics in a
comprehensive text in any depth. I would rather my students learn the fundamentals of doing research – a
few topics in depth. They can then build on this knowledge, if they need to, in order to learn new types of
analysis. I also like the types and varieties of exercises included in the text."

-- Review

Review

"First, I would adopt?not just consider?this book. The writing style is direct and easy to follow. The issues
are treated in context, with good examples. The authors do a great job of presenting the material in a way
that prevents students from asking "how is this relevant to what I do?" I do wish I had written this book
myself."

(Ronald Perry)

"The text’s strengths, bottom line, are that it’s casual and accessible, yet thorough and accurate. It is very up-
to-date using good examples from very contemporary social science research."

(Mark Edwards)

"The strength of this text is in its brevity. In a one semester course, it is impossible to cover all the topics in a
comprehensive text in any depth. I would rather my students learn the fundamentals of doing research – a
few topics in depth. They can then build on this knowledge, if they need to, in order to learn new types of
analysis. I also like the types and varieties of exercises included in the text."

(Ann Marie Kinnell)

About the Author
Daniel F. Chambliss is the Christian A. Johnson "Excellence in Teaching" Professor of Sociology, and
Chair of the Sociology Department, at Hamilton College in Clinton, New York, where he has taught since
1981. He received his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1982; later that year, his thesis research received the
American Sociological Association’s Medical Sociology Dissertation Prize. In 1988, he published the book
Champions: The Making of Olympic Swimmers, which received the Book of the Year Prize of the United
States Olympic Committee. In 1989, he received the ASA’s Theory Prize for work on organizational
excellence based on his swimming research. Recipient of both Fulbright and Rockefeller Foundation
fellowships, Professor Chambliss published his second book Beyond Caring: Hospitals, Nurses and the
Social Organization of Ethics, in 1996; for that work, he was awarded the ASA’s Elliot Freidson Prize in
Medical Sociology. His research and teaching interests include organizational analysis, higher education,
social theory, and comparative research methods. He is currently Director of the Project for Assessment of
Liberal Arts Education at Hamilton College, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and is a Member
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of the Middle States Commission on Higher Education.

Russell K. Schutt, Ph.D., is Professor and Chair of Sociology at the University of Massachusetts, Boston,
and Lecturer on Sociology in the Department of Psychiatry (Beth Israel-Deaconess Medical Center) at the
Harvard Medical School. He completed his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. (1977) degrees at the University of
Illinois at Chicago and was a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Sociology of Social Control Training Program at
Yale University (1977–1979). He has authored and co-authored texts on research methods with Sage
Publications and other books on social service issues, including Homelessness, Housing, and Mental Illness
(Harvard University Press, 2011). His recent journal articles and funded research have focused on the
organization and effects of innovative public health and social service programs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marla Brinker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Making Sense of the Social World: Methods of
Investigation book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Maria Kim:

The book Making Sense of the Social World: Methods of Investigation will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Making Sense of the Social World:
Methods of Investigation is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jerry Blair:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Making Sense of the Social World: Methods of Investigation. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.

Janice Evans:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
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those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Making Sense of the Social World: Methods of Investigation we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Making Sense of the Social World: Methods of Investigation. You can more attractive than now.
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