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Beginning after World War I, Houston was transformed from a black-and-white
frontier town into one of the most ethnically and racially diverse urban areas in
the United States. Houston Bound draws on social and cultural history to show
how, despite Anglo attempts to fix racial categories through Jim Crow laws,
converging migrations—particularly those of Mexicans and
Creoles—complicated ideas of blackness and whiteness and introduced different
understandings about race. This migration history also uses music and sound to
examine these racial complexities, tracing the emergence of Houston's blues and
jazz scenes in the 1920s as well as the hybrid forms of these genres that arose
when migrants forged shared social space and carved out new communities and
politics.

This interdisciplinary book provides both an innovative historiography about
migration and immigration in the twentieth century and a critical examination of
a city located in the former Confederacy.
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Beginning after World War I, Houston was transformed from a black-and-white frontier town into one of the
most ethnically and racially diverse urban areas in the United States. Houston Bound draws on social and
cultural history to show how, despite Anglo attempts to fix racial categories through Jim Crow laws,
converging migrations—particularly those of Mexicans and Creoles—complicated ideas of blackness and
whiteness and introduced different understandings about race. This migration history also uses music and
sound to examine these racial complexities, tracing the emergence of Houston's blues and jazz scenes in the
1920s as well as the hybrid forms of these genres that arose when migrants forged shared social space and
carved out new communities and politics.

This interdisciplinary book provides both an innovative historiography about migration and immigration in
the twentieth century and a critical examination of a city located in the former Confederacy.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Balancing a stunning variety of variables—ancestry and color, legal and customary segregation, rural and
urban origins, religious and musical traditions—Tyina L. Steptoe explores in fine detail the making and
unmaking of 'this thing we call race.' Contrasting recurrent ethnic conflict in several spheres with shared
musical performances among Creoles and blacks, Mexican Americans and Mexicans, this book tells the
story of multicultural production like no other that I know of. Houston Bound opens new historiographical
conversations and complicates old ones."—Kevin Mumford, Professor of History, University of Illinois at
Urbana—Champaign
 
"Houston Bound is an important and pathbreaking example of the new Southern Studies. Steptoe reveals how
cultural interactions between Texas blacks, Louisiana Creoles, and Mexican and Tejano migrants to Houston
in the twentieth century produced fluid and changing understandings of racial identity even as whites passed
Jim Crow laws to try to fix a black-white racial binary."—Grace Elizabeth Hale, Commonwealth Chair of
American Studies and Professor of History, University of Virginia

"Steptoe probes deeply and insightfully into the cultural and racial dynamics of Creoles of color, black
Texans, and ethnic Mexicans where these communities transformed conventional understandings of racial
space and place in the Jim Crow South, often despite differences in language, religion, racial identity, and
especially musical expression—from jazz, blues, and 'la-la' to Tejano soul, orquesta, zydeco, and the cross-
racial music of Beyoncé and Chingo Bling. Houston Bound is a historical tour de force that reveals the
Bayou City and its intricately entwined cultures as a close cousin of New Orleans."—Neil Foley, author
of Mexicans in the Making of America

"Tyina Steptoe pushes the historical and theoretical boundaries of Borderlands and Black Studies to produce
a magnificent relational history of Blacks, Creoles, whites, and Mexicans in Houston.  The stories she
uncovers remind us of the indelible historical and cultural links between these communities. Houston
Bound will dramatically expand how we think about the history of race, politics, and popular culture in
Houston and, more broadly, the confederate South."—Gaye Theresa Johnson, Associate Professor
of Chicana/o Studies and Black Studies, University of California—Los Angeles.

About the Author

Tyina L. Steptoe is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Arizona.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Drew:

The event that you get from Houston Bound: Culture and Color in a Jim Crow City (American Crossroads)
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Houston Bound: Culture and Color
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in a Jim Crow City (American Crossroads) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular Houston Bound: Culture and Color in a Jim Crow City (American
Crossroads) instantly.

Veronica McFadden:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Houston
Bound: Culture and Color in a Jim Crow City (American Crossroads), you can tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Robert Baxter:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Houston Bound: Culture
and Color in a Jim Crow City (American Crossroads), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Scott Rochelle:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot
of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Houston
Bound: Culture and Color in a Jim Crow City (American Crossroads) provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.
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