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A consideration of what the culture of Hong Kong tells us about the state of the
world at the fin-de-siecle.

"In a space of disappearance, in the unprecedented historical situation that Hong
Kong finds itself in of being caught between two colonialities (Britain's and
China's), there is a desperate attempt to clutch at images of identity, however
alien or cliched these images are. There is a need to define a sense of place
through buildings and other means, at the moment when such a sense of place
(fragile to begin with) is being threatened with erasure by a more and more
insistently globalizing space".

On June 30, 1997, Hong Kong as we know it will disappear, ceasing its singular
and ambiguous existence as a colonial holdover and becoming part of the
People's Republic of China. In an intriguing and provocative exploration of its
cinema, architecture, photography, and literature, Ackbar Abbas considers what
Hong Kong, with its unique relations to decolonization and disappearance, can
teach us about the future of both the colonial city and the global city.

The culture of Hong Kong encompasses Jackie Chart and John Woo, British
colonial architecture and postmodern skyscrapers. Ironically, it was not until they
were faced with the imposition of Mainland power -- with the signing of the Sino
British Joint Agreement in 1984 -- that the denizens of the colony began the
search for a Hong Kong identity. According to Abbas, Hong Kong's peculiar lack
of identity is due to its status as "not so much a place as a space of transit",
whose residents think of themselves as transients and migrants on their way from
China to somewhere else.

Abbas explores the way Hong Kong's media saturationchanges its people's
experience of space so that it becomes abstract, dominated by signs and images
that dispel memory, history, and presence.

Hong Kong disappears through simple dualities such as East/West and
tradition/modernity. What is missing from a view of Hong Kong as merely a
colony is the paradox that Hong Kong has benefited from and made a virtue of its
dependent colonial status, turning itself into a global and financial city and
outstripping its colonizer in terms of wealth.
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Combining sophisticated theory and a critical perspective, this rich and thought-
provoking work captures the complex situation of the metropolis that is
contemporary Hong Kong. Along the way, it challenges, entertains, and makes
an important contribution to our thinking about the surprising processes and
consequences of colonialism.
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A consideration of what the culture of Hong Kong tells us about the state of the world at the fin-de-siecle.

"In a space of disappearance, in the unprecedented historical situation that Hong Kong finds itself in of being
caught between two colonialities (Britain's and China's), there is a desperate attempt to clutch at images of
identity, however alien or cliched these images are. There is a need to define a sense of place through
buildings and other means, at the moment when such a sense of place (fragile to begin with) is being
threatened with erasure by a more and more insistently globalizing space".

On June 30, 1997, Hong Kong as we know it will disappear, ceasing its singular and ambiguous existence as
a colonial holdover and becoming part of the People's Republic of China. In an intriguing and provocative
exploration of its cinema, architecture, photography, and literature, Ackbar Abbas considers what Hong
Kong, with its unique relations to decolonization and disappearance, can teach us about the future of both the
colonial city and the global city.

The culture of Hong Kong encompasses Jackie Chart and John Woo, British colonial architecture and
postmodern skyscrapers. Ironically, it was not until they were faced with the imposition of Mainland power -
- with the signing of the Sino British Joint Agreement in 1984 -- that the denizens of the colony began the
search for a Hong Kong identity. According to Abbas, Hong Kong's peculiar lack of identity is due to its
status as "not so much a place as a space of transit", whose residents think of themselves as transients and
migrants on their way from China to somewhere else.

Abbas explores the way Hong Kong's media saturationchanges its people's experience of space so that it
becomes abstract, dominated by signs and images that dispel memory, history, and presence.

Hong Kong disappears through simple dualities such as East/West and tradition/modernity. What is missing
from a view of Hong Kong as merely a colony is the paradox that Hong Kong has benefited from and made a
virtue of its dependent colonial status, turning itself into a global and financial city and outstripping its
colonizer in terms of wealth.

Combining sophisticated theory and a critical perspective, this rich and thought-provoking work captures the
complex situation of the metropolis that is contemporary Hong Kong. Along the way, it challenges,
entertains, and makes an important contribution to our thinking about the surprising processes and
consequences of colonialism.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
In this intriguing and provocative exploration of its cinema, architecture, photography, and literature, Ackbar
Abbas considers what Hong Kong, with its unique relations to decolonization and disappearance, can teach
us about the future of both the colonial city and the global city.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Pierre:

In other case, little folks like to read book Hong Kong: Culture and the Politics of Disappearance (Public
Worlds). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book Hong Kong: Culture and the Politics of Disappearance (Public Worlds). You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Roger Borquez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Hong Kong: Culture and the Politics of
Disappearance (Public Worlds) as your daily resource information.

Sarah Lopez:

You may get this Hong Kong: Culture and the Politics of Disappearance (Public Worlds) by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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Alice Concannon:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Hong Kong: Culture and the Politics of Disappearance (Public
Worlds) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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