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Distinguishing four sources of power in human societies - ideological, economic,
military, and political - The Sources of Social Power traces their interrelations
throughout human history. This second volume of Michael Mann's analytical
history of social power deals with power relations between the Industrial
Revolution and the First World War, focusing on France, Great Britain,
Hapsburg Austria, Prussia/Germany and the United States. Based on
considerable empirical research, it provides original theories of the rise of nations
and nationalism, of class conflict, of the modern state and of modern militarism.
While not afraid to generalize, it also stresses social and historical complexity.
Michael Mann sees human society as "a patterned mess" and attempts to provide
a sociological theory appropriate to this. This theory culminates in the final
chapter, an original explanation of the causes of the First World War. First
published in 1993, this new edition of volume 2 includes a new preface by the
author examining the impact and legacy of the work.
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Distinguishing four sources of power in human societies - ideological, economic, military, and political - The
Sources of Social Power traces their interrelations throughout human history. This second volume of Michael
Mann's analytical history of social power deals with power relations between the Industrial Revolution and
the First World War, focusing on France, Great Britain, Hapsburg Austria, Prussia/Germany and the United
States. Based on considerable empirical research, it provides original theories of the rise of nations and
nationalism, of class conflict, of the modern state and of modern militarism. While not afraid to generalize, it
also stresses social and historical complexity. Michael Mann sees human society as "a patterned mess" and
attempts to provide a sociological theory appropriate to this. This theory culminates in the final chapter, an
original explanation of the causes of the First World War. First published in 1993, this new edition of
volume 2 includes a new preface by the author examining the impact and legacy of the work.
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Editorial Review

Review
Reviews of the first edition: 'The ambition of the conception is, against all conventional expectations,
matched by the clarity and grandeur of the execution.' The Times Literary Supplement

'This work offers a treasure trove of facts and interpretations that will be useful to readers in many
disciplines ...' Choice

'This is a book in the grand Weberian tradition. Mann's conceptual skills and historical grasp are virtuosic
and the scope of his enterprise is truly impressive.' Politics and Society

'... a unique brand of historical sociology that is refreshingly iconoclastic, remarkably complex, and
breathtakingly ambitious ... a must-read for comparative and historical sociologists.' Contemporary
Sociology

About the Author
Michael Mann is Distinguished Professor of Sociology at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is
the author of Power in the 21st Century: Conversations with John Hall (2011), Incoherent Empire (2003) and
Fascists (Cambridge, 2004). His book The Dark Side of Democracy (Cambridge, 2004) was awarded the
Barrington Moore Award of the American Sociological Association for the best book in comparative and
historical sociology in 2006.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gina Hill:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that you can
your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Sources of Social Power: Volume 2, The Rise of Classes and
Nation-States, 1760-1914 will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Sylvia Silva:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Sources of Social Power: Volume
2, The Rise of Classes and Nation-States, 1760-1914 book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.
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Carolyn Wilson:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Sources of Social Power: Volume 2, The Rise of Classes and Nation-States, 1760-
1914 we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to
read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
at this time book The Sources of Social Power: Volume 2, The Rise of Classes and Nation-States, 1760-
1914. You can more attractive than now.

Juli Gadberry:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Sources of Social Power: Volume 2, The Rise of Classes and Nation-States, 1760-1914
when you needed it?
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