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Editorial Review

Review

"In true reflection of its straightforward—if generic—title, The Fantasy Film presents a useful foundation for
deeper reflection on the complexities of the fantastic in film."  (Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts, 1
February 2014)

"Written in prose that is careful and cogent, the book provides a defence of what Fowkes calls the "orphan"
genre (unloved; neglected even, perhaps, of questionable legitimacy), one which she argues has long been
excluded from serious analysis by "dogmas of realism" that privilege "codes of. . . mimesis." (The Times
Literary Supplement, 18 February 2011)

Review
“With celebratory spirit, wicked scholarship and impish wit, Katherine Fowkes mines the labyrinth of cult
classics and box office hits, striking Fantasy’s mother lode right where timeless stories meet popular culture
– and where fans and theorists collide.Readers will find this book as illuminating and entertaining as the
great films of the genre.”  Catherine Warren, President, FanTrust Entertainment Strategies & FanTrust.com

"A lively, informative, and much needed work on contemporary cinema’s most lucrative genre.  Fowkes’s
discussion of fantasy films and their constitutive elements—from rabbits to reincarnation and homes to
Hogwarts—is a thought-provoking and invigorating read." Harry Benshoff, University of North Texas

"This is a terrific, well-written survey of the fantasy film genre.  Theoretically sophisticated and well-
grounded historically, it provides illuminating readings of the most popular recent examples of a genre that’s
never been more robust." Peter Brunette, Reynolds Professor of Film Studies, Wake Forest University, and
Film Critic, The Hollywood Reporter.

"The Fantasy Film is an exciting and readable adventure into the formulas and pleasures of films unjustly
neglected in favor of their genre kin.   This book will help remedy that."  Janet Staiger, University of Texas

"Fowkes’s book provides a lively, informed and accessible introduction to the important area of Fantasy
Film.  The author’s enthusiasm for her subject is unmistakeable as she moves from classics such as The
Wizard of Oz to contemporary fantasy blockbusters such as the Lord of the Rings trilogy and the Harry Potter
movies."  Peter Hutchings, Northumbria University

“An illuminating analysis of key American fantasy films, from The Wizard of Oz to The Lord of the Rings.
This study has a keen eye for the literary antecedents and the many guises of fantasy, including comics and
animation film." Ernest Mathijs, University of British Columbia

"Meticulously researched, elegantly written, and filled with insight, this is a graceful tribute to an important
but elusive genre that is often overlooked.  Katherine Fowkes has a deep and wise appreciation for these
films that will enlighten those who know them well and inspire those who have not seen them to fire up their
Netflix queue and start watching." Nell Minow, Beliefnet Movie Critic

From the Back Cover
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The Fantasy Film provides a clear and compelling overview of this revitalized and explosively popular film
genre. Often overlooked by scholars who feel it unworthy of serious consideration, the fantasy genre is also
troubled by the  difficulty of classifying films that often bear little resemblance to one another and that
straddle related genres like horror and science fiction. The recent success of Hollywood blockbuster and
independent films alike has sparked critical interest in the fantasy film and re-invigorated discussions of its
unique generic qualities.

Providing in-depth historical and critical overviews, The Fantasy Film explores the boundaries of fantasy
throughout history and the expansion of this important genre in contemporary film. Covering early classics
such as The Wizard of Oz and Harvey, recent entries like Spider-Man and Shrek, and blockbuster series such
as The Lord of the Rings and Harry Potter, this clear and definitive introduction is the ideal companion for
film students and scholars alike.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

The book The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Fantasy
Film (New Approaches to Film Genre) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
start and read a e-book The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Celia Robertson:

Here thing why this The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre) giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with The
Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film
Genre) in e-book can be your option.

Tom Moore:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre) book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected
with The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a
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lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you
still thinking The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre) is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Dora Champagne:

The Fantasy Film (New Approaches to Film Genre) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Fantasy Film (New
Approaches to Film Genre) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.
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