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Using a historical, textual and ethnographic approach, this is the most
comprehensive presentation of Daoism to date. In addition to revealing the
historical contours and primary concerns of Chinese Daoists and Daoist
communities, The Daoist Tradition provides an account of key themes and
defining characteristics of Daoist religiosity, revealing Daoism to be a living and
lived religion. Exploring Daoism from a comparative religious studies
perspective, this book gives the reader a deeper understanding of religious
traditions more broadly. Beginning with an overview of Daoist history, The
Daoist Tradition then covers key elements of Daoist worldviews and major
Daoist practices. This is followed by a discussion of the importance of place and
sacred sites as well as representative examples of material culture in Daoism. The
work concludes with an overview of Daoism in the modern world.

The book includes a historical timeline, a map of China, 25 images, a glossary,
text boxes, suggested reading and chapter overviews. A companion website
provides both student and lecturer resources:
www.bloomsbury.com/the-daoist-tradition-9781441168733/
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Editorial Review

Review

Louis Komjathy has composed a comprehensive description of Daoism which combines an abundance of
factual information with fresh insights and innovative concepts ... [His] book, based on solid scholarship and
personal engagement with the Daoist tradition, is the most comprehensive introduction to Daoism currently
available. -- Volker Olles, Humboldt University, Berlin Journal of Chinese Religions

Louis Komjathy has written a masterpiece.It is detailed, insightful and authoritative, and is simply the best
guide to Daoism that is available today. -- James Miller, Associate Professor of Chinese Religions at Queen's
University, Canada

The Daoist Tradition: an Introduction, by Louis Komjathy, offers a clear, unbiased, and comprehensive
description of Daoism (Taoism) from its roots in ancient China up to a plethora of modern interpretations,
from within as well as outside of the Chinese cultural context. By using a "thematic" approach, scholarly as
well as popular sources are treated with objective balance, without favoritism or bias. The "philosophy" vs.
"superstition" dichotomy favored by 19h century missionaries and 20h century agnostics clearly does not to
represent the Daoist Family inside China.

The contemporary world is deeply influenced by Daoism, both within China, as well as throughout the
"West" and modern Asia. Highly recommended for the general reader, as well as dedicated scholars. --
Michael Saso, Professor Emeritus, University of Hawaii, USA

Louis Komjathy has presented us with a comprehensive history of Daoism that demonstrates once and for all
that it is a tradition that--while multifarious--contains important themes, ideas, and practices that demonstrate
a continuous development from the classical period to the modern world.

Finally, a completely integrated history of Daoism that breaks the half century hegemony of the outmoded
scholarly view that this tradition is deeply bifurcated, a religion that completely departs from the texts it
claims as its foundations. -- Harold Roth, Professor of Religious Studies at Brown University, USA

Komjathy's book depicts a number of linked but distinct Daoisms, rather than only a single, uniform
tradition, by structuring his presentation in terms of both multiple historical periodizations and various
overlapping "models of practice and attainment" in which various Daoist practitioners participate across
historical periods ... As a first look at a complex and diverse set of traditions, [Komjathy's] book may be the
best of its kind and certainly replaces treatments published prior to the twenty-first century. -- Jeffrey L.
Richey, Berea College Religious Studies Review

About the Author

Louis Komjathy is Assistant Professor of Theology and Religious Studies at the University of San Diego,
USA. He also serves as Founding Co-Chair of the Daoist Studies Group of the American Academy of
Religion and as Founding Co-Director of the Center for Daoist Studies.

PDF File: The Daoist Tradition: An Introduction 3



Read and Download Ebook The Daoist Tradition: An Introduction PDF Public Ebook Library

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Daoist Tradition: An Introduction. Try to make book
The Daoist Tradition: An Introduction as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

John Buckner:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Daoist Tradition: An Introduction book is readable through you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The
Daoist Tradition: An Introduction content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now
thinking The Daoist Tradition: An Introduction is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Patricia Howland:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Daoist Tradition: An Introduction, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Norma Barnes:

Exactly why? Because this The Daoist Tradition: An Introduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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