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In the Place of Origins tells the tale of modernity in Northern Thailand,
discerning its oblique signs in the performances of contemporary spirit mediums.
In a world driven by the twin fantasies of pastness and newness, Rosalind C.
Morris reveals that spirit mediumship is not simply a theater of atavistic tendency
but an arena in which it is possible to read the relationships between new forms
of representation and subjectivity, as well as new modes of magic and political
power.
Through her careful examination of the transformations of spirit mediumship
wrought by the mass media, Morris takes readers into the world of the northern
Thai past to discover the anticipations of future histories. In this process, she
finds new objects for anthropological inquiry, including romantic love and
epistolary poetry. She then turns her eye toward the relationships between
commodification and prosaic form and photography and the discourses of
gendered and national identity. Attending to these issues as they manifest
themselves in the practices of mediums, Morris describes both the mundane
activities of spirit mediums and the grand ambitions to political authority that are
embodied in the increasingly spectacular forms of possession that are becoming
so popular with both tourists and local culture brokers. In the Place of Origins
traverses this ground with accounts of right-wing militarism and ritual revival
during the 70s, and of the democracy movement of 1992, when a global mass
media was galvanized by images of military repression and the spectacle of
traditional ritual power in cursing. Finally, considering the claims that mediums
make to magical power in the face of both AIDS and the Asian economic crisis,
Morris reveals the potency of extrajudicial forms of power and violence in the
late modern era.
This provocative study will interest anthropologists, historians, Asianists, and
those involved in gender, performance, media, and literary studies.
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In the Place of Origins tells the tale of modernity in Northern Thailand, discerning its oblique signs in the
performances of contemporary spirit mediums. In a world driven by the twin fantasies of pastness and
newness, Rosalind C. Morris reveals that spirit mediumship is not simply a theater of atavistic tendency but
an arena in which it is possible to read the relationships between new forms of representation and
subjectivity, as well as new modes of magic and political power.
Through her careful examination of the transformations of spirit mediumship wrought by the mass media,
Morris takes readers into the world of the northern Thai past to discover the anticipations of future histories.
In this process, she finds new objects for anthropological inquiry, including romantic love and epistolary
poetry. She then turns her eye toward the relationships between commodification and prosaic form and
photography and the discourses of gendered and national identity. Attending to these issues as they manifest
themselves in the practices of mediums, Morris describes both the mundane activities of spirit mediums and
the grand ambitions to political authority that are embodied in the increasingly spectacular forms of
possession that are becoming so popular with both tourists and local culture brokers. In the Place of Origins
traverses this ground with accounts of right-wing militarism and ritual revival during the 70s, and of the
democracy movement of 1992, when a global mass media was galvanized by images of military repression
and the spectacle of traditional ritual power in cursing. Finally, considering the claims that mediums make to
magical power in the face of both AIDS and the Asian economic crisis, Morris reveals the potency of
extrajudicial forms of power and violence in the late modern era.
This provocative study will interest anthropologists, historians, Asianists, and those involved in gender,
performance, media, and literary studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Traveling from spirit mediumship to the ethnography of the finance capital market, In the Place of Origins
combines theoretical bravura with brilliant narrative skill. As it comments on ethnographic self-fashioning in
Thailand, it also examines the mediumship of disciplinary ethnography, and the alterity it so anxiously seeks
to expell. This is a text of dazzling instructive simplicity.”—Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Columbia
University

“With this astutely conceived and exquisitely written account of the complexities of mediumship in Thai
modernity, Rosalind Morris has taken ethnographic practice to a whole new level of theoretical as well as
descriptive sophistication. It is a dazzling accomplishment.”—Rey Chow, University of California, Irvine

From the Publisher
“With this astutely conceived and exquisitely written account of the complexities of mediumship in Thai
modernity, Rosalind Morris has taken ethnographic practice to a whole new level of theoretical as well as
descriptive sophistication. It is a dazzling accomplishment.”—Rey Chow, University of California, Irvine

“Travelling from spirit mediumship to the ethnography of the finance capital market, In the Place of Origins
combines theoretical bravura with brilliant narrative skill. As it comments on ethnographic self-fashioning in
Thailand, it also examines the mediumship of disciplinary ethnography, and the alterity it so anxiously seeks
to expell. This is a text of dazzling instructive simplicity.”—Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Columbia
University

From the Back Cover
"Traveling from spirit mediumship to the ethnography of the finance capital market, "In the Place of Origins"
combines theoretical bravura with brilliant narrative skill. As it comments on ethnographic self-fashioning in
Thailand, it also examines the mediumship of disciplinary ethnography, and the alterity it so anxiously seeks
to expell. This is a text of dazzling instructive simplicity."--Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Columbia
University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edna Miller:

The book In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity,
Text) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading a book In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body,
Commodity, Text) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read
a book In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
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think about this publication?

Melissa Fanning:

Often the book In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body,
Commodity, Text) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The
book In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text) is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Jennifer Pittman:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body,
Commodity, Text) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book which you wanted.

James Bouchard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually In the Place of
Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text).
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