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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"If there is a lake, the swans would go there."

So said the 16th Karmapa when asked why he visited America in 1976. Of course, the Karmapa wasn't the
first swan to go to the lake. In a book of immense scope, Rick Fields surveys the history of Buddhism in
America from the quasi-legendary Fu-sang in the sixth century to Asian immigrant communities to the latest
trends in American Buddhism. Writing as a storyteller as much as a historian, Fields takes us back to the
earliest European contacts with Buddhism, most notably, Sir William Jones, who was just about to go to
America on the recommendation of Ben Franklin, when at the last minute, fortunately, he chose India. His
work would influence the American Transcendentalists and eventually the great Theosophist and first
American convert to Buddhism, Henry Steel Olcott. A sympathetic writer, Fields is also meticulously
inclusive. Besides the obvious transmitters, like D.T. Suzuki and Philip Kapleau, Fields traces the forgotten
influences of Paul Carus, Ernest Fenollosa, and Dharmapala. One memorable story is of the ex-Navy
submarine mechanic Heng Ju, who walked, three steps then a kowtow, over and over, all the way from San
Francisco to Seattle for a berry pie. Fields has countless other stories that make How the Swans Came to the
Lake a priceless contribution not only to Buddhism in America but to Buddhism itself. --Brian Bruya

About the Author
Rick Fields is the author of several books, including Chop Wood, Carry Water  and The Code of the Warrior. 
He was formerly the editor of The Vajradhatu Sun,  an international journal of Buddhism, and is currently
the editor-at-large of Tricycle: A Buddhist Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for people. The book How the Swans Came to the Lake seemed to
be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book How the Swans Came to the Lake is not only giving you much more new
information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book How the Swans Came to the Lake. You
never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Elida Allman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this

PDF File: How The Swans Came To The Lake 3



Read and Download Ebook How The Swans Came To The Lake PDF Public Ebook Library

How the Swans Came to the Lake, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Adam Gutierrez:

The reason why? Because this How the Swans Came to the Lake is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

David Blackwood:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is How the Swans Came to the Lake.
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