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At the turn of the 20th century, an exciting new invention had everyone
transfixed. The radio brought the world into people’s homes and for young Eric
Kirkham Cole it was a chance to experiment, as he built ‘Cat’s Whiskers’ radio
devices at his parents’ kitchen table. Never could he have imagined then how his
unique talent would be used to defend Britain from Nazi invasion, nor how his
small radio set business which he set up in his garden shed in 1922 - the same
year the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) was formed - would become an
international brand designing the must-have gadgets of the day.

From radios with station dials, car radios, convection heating, fluorescent
lighting, to the first genuine portable television, E.K.Cole Ltd (EKCO)
dominated the market for over four decades. EKCO is less known for its role in
the birth of radar, developing tactical radar for the V-bombers, groundbreaking
military and civilian airport and airborne radar systems, as well as

vital equipment for the medical and nuclear industries. EKCO even provided the
technology behind Britain’s first guided missile. Subsidiary EKCO factories
carried out secret manufacturing work for the British government during the
Second World War and it has recently been revealed that EKCO modified radios
for use as listening devices for Bletchley Park to decode Enigma-encoded signals
and that EKCO employees were so highly skilled, many were employed on the
Enigma monitoring duties.

Eric took the same pioneering ethos to his workforce, and his company was one
of the first in Britain to introduce paid holidays, occupational pension schemes,
and an employee social and sports club which still exists today. In its heyday,
EKCO was the largest employer in Southend, employing over 7,000 people. It
was said that if you met somebody in Southend High Street it was
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an odds-on bet that this person either worked for the company, was related to
someone who worked for EKCO, or knew somebody who did.

This book, with narrative by Eric’s son, Derek Cole, and many former
employees, reveals not only the history of this great Essex company from 1924 to
its sudden takeover in 1966, but the passion and talent of the people who once
worked there. EKCO was much more than just a radio factory.
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At the turn of the 20th century, an exciting new invention had everyone transfixed. The radio brought the
world into people’s homes and for young Eric Kirkham Cole it was a chance to experiment, as he built ‘Cat’s
Whiskers’ radio devices at his parents’ kitchen table. Never could he have imagined then how his unique
talent would be used to defend Britain from Nazi invasion, nor how his small radio set business which he set
up in his garden shed in 1922 - the same year the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) was formed -
would become an international brand designing the must-have gadgets of the day.

From radios with station dials, car radios, convection heating, fluorescent lighting, to the first genuine
portable television, E.K.Cole Ltd (EKCO) dominated the market for over four decades. EKCO is less known
for its role in the birth of radar, developing tactical radar for the V-bombers, groundbreaking military and
civilian airport and airborne radar systems, as well as

vital equipment for the medical and nuclear industries. EKCO even provided the technology behind Britain’s
first guided missile. Subsidiary EKCO factories carried out secret manufacturing work for the British
government during the Second World War and it has recently been revealed that EKCO modified radios for
use as listening devices for Bletchley Park to decode Enigma-encoded signals and that EKCO employees
were so highly skilled, many were employed on the Enigma monitoring duties.

Eric took the same pioneering ethos to his workforce, and his company was one of the first in Britain to
introduce paid holidays, occupational pension schemes, and an employee social and sports club which still
exists today. In its heyday, EKCO was the largest employer in Southend, employing over 7,000 people. It
was said that if you met somebody in Southend High Street it was

an odds-on bet that this person either worked for the company, was related to someone who worked for
EKCO, or knew somebody who did.

This book, with narrative by Eric’s son, Derek Cole, and many former employees, reveals not only the
history of this great Essex company from 1924 to its sudden takeover in 1966, but the passion and talent of
the people who once worked there. EKCO was much more than just a radio factory.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Ekco Sounds: How a Southend radio
maker changed the world. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Judith Cole:

This Ekco Sounds: How a Southend radio maker changed the world tend to be reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Ekco Sounds: How a Southend radio maker
changed the world can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Ekco Sounds: How a Southend radio maker changed the world giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Yolanda Matlock:

The reason? Because this Ekco Sounds: How a Southend radio maker changed the world is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Alisa Gordon:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
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share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Ekco Sounds: How a Southend radio maker changed the world this guide consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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