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This book considers an important and largely neglected area of Islamic law by
exploring how medieval Muslim jurists resolved criminal cases that could not be
proven beyond a doubt. Intisar A. Rabb calls into question a controversial
popular notion about Islamic law today, which is that Islamic law is a divine
legal tradition that has little room for discretion or doubt, particularly in Islamic
criminal law. Despite its contemporary popularity, that notion turns out to have
been far outside the mainstream of Islamic law for most of its history. Instead of
rejecting doubt, medieval Muslim scholars largely embraced it. In fact, they used
doubt to enlarge their own power and to construct Islamic criminal law itself.
Through a close examination of legal, historical, and theological sources, and a
range of illustrative case studies, this book shows that Muslim jurists developed a
highly sophisticated and regulated system for dealing with Islam's unique
concept of doubt, which evolved from the seventh to the sixteenth century.
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This book considers an important and largely neglected area of Islamic law by exploring how medieval
Muslim jurists resolved criminal cases that could not be proven beyond a doubt. Intisar A. Rabb calls into
question a controversial popular notion about Islamic law today, which is that Islamic law is a divine legal
tradition that has little room for discretion or doubt, particularly in Islamic criminal law. Despite its
contemporary popularity, that notion turns out to have been far outside the mainstream of Islamic law for
most of its history. Instead of rejecting doubt, medieval Muslim scholars largely embraced it. In fact, they
used doubt to enlarge their own power and to construct Islamic criminal law itself. Through a close
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Editorial Review

Review
"In her extremely detailed book, Intisar Rabb traces the formation of the legal maxim of doubt in Islamic
criminal law from the seventh until the eleventh century (CE) within both the Sunni and Shi'i legal traditions
... Rabb's book offers an important contribution to the study of Islamic law. She has shown how the Muslim
legal elite, even the eponymous Sunni jurists and their immediate successors, were individual human agents
with a pragmatic bent, and as such their juridical thinking was shaped by complex and diverse goals such
that they never arrived at a uniform definition of doubt. Neither did they limit themselves to a specific canon
of "texts" in order to develop an increasingly sophisticated jurisprudence of doubt by the eleventh century."
Nurfadzilah Yahaya, Society for Contemporary Thought and the Islamicate World Review

About the Author
Intisar A. Rabb is Professor of Law at Harvard Law School and the director of its Islamic Legal Studies
Program. She also holds an appointment as a Professor of History and as Susan S. and Kenneth L. Wallach
Professor at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims,
Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) as the daily resource
information.

Jon Gonzalez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law
(Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization).
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Maryellen Tilley:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Doubt in Islamic Law: A
History of Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in Islamic
Civilization) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

James Fox:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal
Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading
in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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