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With an Introduction by Philip D. Beidler

This book was originally published in 1933. It is the first novel by William
March, pen name for William Edward Campbell. Stemming directly from the
author's experiences with the U.S. Marines in France during World War I, the
book consists of 113 sketches, or chapters, tracing the fictional Company K's war
exploits and providing an emotional history of the men of the company that
extends beyond the boundaries of the war itself.

William Edward Campbell served courageously in France as evidenced by his
chestful of medals and certificates, including the Croix de Guerre, the
Distinguished Service Cross, and the Navy Cross. However, without the medals
and citations we would know of his bravery. For it is clear in the pages of
Company K that this book was written by a man who had been to war, who had
clearly seen his share of the worst of it, who had somehow survived, and who
had committed himself afterward to the new bravery of sense-making embodied
in the creation of major literary art. It is of that bravery that we still have the
record of magnificent achievement, the brave terrible gift of Company K.
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This book was originally published in 1933. It is the first novel by William March, pen name for William
Edward Campbell. Stemming directly from the author's experiences with the U.S. Marines in France during
World War I, the book consists of 113 sketches, or chapters, tracing the fictional Company K's war exploits
and providing an emotional history of the men of the company that extends beyond the boundaries of the war
itself.

William Edward Campbell served courageously in France as evidenced by his chestful of medals and
certificates, including the Croix de Guerre, the Distinguished Service Cross, and the Navy Cross. However,
without the medals and citations we would know of his bravery. For it is clear in the pages of Company K
that this book was written by a man who had been to war, who had clearly seen his share of the worst of it,
who had somehow survived, and who had committed himself afterward to the new bravery of sense-making
embodied in the creation of major literary art. It is of that bravery that we still have the record of magnificent
achievement, the brave terrible gift of Company K.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A rich novel, . . . the outstanding virtues of March’s work are those of complete lack of sentimentality and
routine romanticism, of a dramatic gift constantly heightened and sharpened by eloquence of
understatement.”
—New York Times

“A sardonic minor masterpiece on World War I, . . . Company K observes all the antiheroic conventions of
the between-wars decades; yet author March was himself a Marine Corps noncom wounded three times, who
won a D.S.C., Navy Cross, and Croix de Guerre, and had every right to the bitter pity with which he wrote
his novel. Among its 113 characters, every military type is represented— the good soldier, the coward, the
goldbrick, the rank-happy shavetail, the lucky, and the wound-prone. Each is caught in one lurid moment of
his life, as if March had composed by the light of a Very pistol.”
—Time

“March’s book has the force of a mob-protest; an outcry from anonymous throats. It is the only War-book I
have read which has found a new form to fit the novelty of the protest. The prose is bare, lucid, without
literary echoes.”
—Graham Greene in The Spectator

About the Author

A native of Mobile, AL, William March (1893-1954) studied law at The University of Alabama. After
serving in the U.S. Marine Corps during World War I, he worked as an executive with the Waterman
Steamship Corporation and published novels and short stories. Writer and critic Alistair Cooke described
March as “the unrecognized genius of our time.” Philip D. Beidler is Professor of English at The University
of Alabama and author of Rewriting America: Vietnam Authors in their Generation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Davis:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Company K
(Library Alabama Classics)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
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you have various other opinion?

Bryant Kelly:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Company K (Library Alabama
Classics) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Carl Adams:

This Company K (Library Alabama Classics) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Company K
(Library Alabama Classics) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Charles Powers:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Company K (Library Alabama Classics) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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