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Hamlet has inspired four outstanding film adaptations that continue to delight a
wide and varied audience and to offer provocative new interpretations of
Shakespeare’s most popular play. Cinematic Hamlet contains the first scene-by-
scene analysis of the methods used by Laurence Olivier, Franco Zeffirelli,
Kenneth Branagh, and Michael Almereyda to translate Hamlet into highly
distinctive and remarkably effective films.

 
Applying recent developments in neuroscience and psychology, Patrick J. Cook
argues that film is a medium deploying an abundance of devices whose task it is
to direct attention away from the film’s viewing processes and toward the object
represented. Through careful analysis of each film’s devices, he explores the
ways in which four brilliant directors rework the play into a radically different
medium, engaging the viewer through powerful instinctive drives and creating
audiovisual vehicles that support and complement Shakespeare’s words and
story.
 
Cinematic Hamlet will prove to be indispensable for anyone wishing to
understand how these films rework Shakespeare into the powerful medium of
film.
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and to offer provocative new interpretations of Shakespeare’s most popular play. Cinematic Hamlet contains
the first scene-by-scene analysis of the methods used by Laurence Olivier, Franco Zeffirelli, Kenneth
Branagh, and Michael Almereyda to translate Hamlet into highly distinctive and remarkably effective films.

 
Applying recent developments in neuroscience and psychology, Patrick J. Cook argues that film is a medium
deploying an abundance of devices whose task it is to direct attention away from the film’s viewing
processes and toward the object represented. Through careful analysis of each film’s devices, he explores the
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Editorial Review

Review

Patrick Cook’s Cinematic Hamlet combines the anthropologist’s thick description with the latest in film
theory from Bordwell, Carroll, McGinn, Sharff, Thompson and Thomson to produce challenging and
provocative assessments of four major Hamlet films by Laurence Olivier, Franco Zeffirelli, Kenneth
Branagh, and Michael Almereyda. Cook has new and interesting cinematic ideas to share about all of these
films, especially Almereyda’s Hamlet, where his chapter is impishly longer than his already exhaustive
treatment of Branagh’s four-hour film of the play. Cook provides a fresh new voice in the ever expanding
field of Shakespeare on Film.
—  Samuel Crowl, author of Shakespeare at the Cineplex: The Kenneth Branagh Era

 

“Cook gives us a book which deftly leads the reader through the labyrinths of cinematic art and craft and also
provides foundational lessons on how to see a film as a film.”
— Film-Philosophy Journal

“A ramble through the notes (of Cinematic Hamlet) leaves one with the impression that Cook has read
everything of relevance and can be trusted when correcting the wayward critic. His approach is generally
thorough, fluent, and smart. Summing Up: Highly recommended.”
— Choice

“Patrick J. Cook’s Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda will be
invaluable both to those who want to teach Shakespeare on film and to those who simply want to understand
these films, or film in general, better. His close readings are a model of how to pay attention, drawing on
cognitive theories about how we respond and remember, and covering everything from the effect of 70 mm.
film on Kenneth Branagh’s version to Michael Almereyda’s ambiguities.”
— Studies in English Literature, 1500–1900

About the Author

 Patrick J. Cook is an associate professor of English at George Washington University. He is the author
of Milton, Spenser, and the Epic Tradition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Carlos White:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli,
Branagh, and Almereyda. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important some sort of book Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and
Almereyda. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Beulah Scherr:

The reserve with title Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda contains a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Joyce Washington:

Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda but doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Kermit Moors:

Beside this specific Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier,
Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times
have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!

PDF File: Cinematic Hamlet: The Films Of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, And Almereyda 4



Read and Download Ebook Cinematic Hamlet: The Films Of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, And Almereyda PDF Public Ebook Library

Download and Read Online Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of
Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda By Patrick J. Cook
#2DM3VLTR1CN

PDF File: Cinematic Hamlet: The Films Of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, And Almereyda 5



Read and Download Ebook Cinematic Hamlet: The Films Of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, And Almereyda PDF Public Ebook Library

Read Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh,
and Almereyda By Patrick J. Cook for online ebook

Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda By Patrick J. Cook Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and
Almereyda By Patrick J. Cook books to read online.

Online Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda By
Patrick J. Cook ebook PDF download

Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda By Patrick J. Cook Doc

Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda By Patrick J. Cook Mobipocket

Cinematic Hamlet: The Films of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, and Almereyda By Patrick J. Cook EPub

PDF File: Cinematic Hamlet: The Films Of Olivier, Zeffirelli, Branagh, And Almereyda 6


