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Cities around the world are undergoing profound changes. In this global era, we
live in a world of rising knowledge economies, digital technologies, and
awareness of environmental issues. The so-called "modern infrastructural ideal"
of spatially and socially ubiquitous centrally-governed infrastructures providing
exclusive, homogeneous services over extensive areas, has been the standard of
reference for the provision of basic essential services, such as water and energy
supply. This book argues that, after decades of undisputed domination, this ideal
is being increasingly questioned and that the network ideology that supports it
may be waning.

In order to begin exploring the highly diverse, fluid and unstable landscapes
emerging beyond the networked city, this book identifies dynamics through
which a ‘break’ with previous configurations has been operated, and new brittle
zones of socio-technical controversy through which urban infrastructure (and its
wider meaning) are being negotiated and fought over. It uncovers, across a
diverse set of urban contexts, new ways in which processes of urbanization and
infrastructure production are being combined with crucial sociopolitical
implications: through shifting political economies of infrastructure which rework
resource distribution and value creation; through new infrastructural spaces and
territorialities which rebundle socio-technical systems for particular interests and
claims; and through changing offsets between individual and collective
appropriation, experience and mobilization of infrastructure.

With contributions from leading authorities in the field and drawing on
theoretical advances and original empirical material, this book is a major
contribution to an ongoing infrastructural turn in urban studies, and will be of
interest to all those concerned by the diverse forms and contested outcomes of
contemporary urban change across North and South.
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Cities around the world are undergoing profound changes. In this global era, we live in a world of rising
knowledge economies, digital technologies, and awareness of environmental issues. The so-called "modern
infrastructural ideal" of spatially and socially ubiquitous centrally-governed infrastructures providing
exclusive, homogeneous services over extensive areas, has been the standard of reference for the provision of
basic essential services, such as water and energy supply. This book argues that, after decades of undisputed
domination, this ideal is being increasingly questioned and that the network ideology that supports it may be
waning.

In order to begin exploring the highly diverse, fluid and unstable landscapes emerging beyond the networked
city, this book identifies dynamics through which a ‘break’ with previous configurations has been operated,
and new brittle zones of socio-technical controversy through which urban infrastructure (and its wider
meaning) are being negotiated and fought over. It uncovers, across a diverse set of urban contexts, new ways
in which processes of urbanization and infrastructure production are being combined with crucial
sociopolitical implications: through shifting political economies of infrastructure which rework resource
distribution and value creation; through new infrastructural spaces and territorialities which rebundle socio-
technical systems for particular interests and claims; and through changing offsets between individual and
collective appropriation, experience and mobilization of infrastructure.

With contributions from leading authorities in the field and drawing on theoretical advances and original
empirical material, this book is a major contribution to an ongoing infrastructural turn in urban studies, and
will be of interest to all those concerned by the diverse forms and contested outcomes of contemporary urban
change across North and South.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This essential and standard setting guide to the post-networked city maps the emerging terrain of, and
develops the analytical lexicon for, the study of infrastructures in our urbanizing world."

Roger Keil, York Research Chair in Global Sub/Urban Studies, Faculty of Environmental Studies, York
University, Canada

"This book challenges the persistent model – and myth – of the ‘networked city’ providing universal services
to all via single, large-scale socio-technical systems. The impressive collection of thought-provoking
chapters unpacks the modernist infrastructural ideal and maps out in its place not some alternative paradigm,
but a rich tableau of socio-material hybridisation, co-existence and contestation happening in cities across the
globe. In the light of growing intellectual curiosity to read the city through its infrastructure, the book sets a
new front marker in scholarship on the city/infrastructure relationship – empirically, conceptually and
analytically – and in doing so opens up exciting new perspectives on the urban condition."

Dr. Timothy Moss, Leibniz Institute for Research on Society and Space (IRS), Erkner, Germany

About the Author

Olivier Coutard is a director of research with the French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS),
where he has held a full-time research position since 1996.

Jonathan Rutherford holds a research post at LATTS (Laboratoire Techniques, Territoires et Sociétés),
Université Paris-Est.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Beyond the Networked City: Infrastructure reconfigurations
and urban change in the North and South (Routledge Studies in Urbanism and the City).
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Merry Springs:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Beyond the Networked City: Infrastructure reconfigurations and urban
change in the North and South (Routledge Studies in Urbanism and the City) book is readable simply by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Beyond the Networked
City: Infrastructure reconfigurations and urban change in the North and South (Routledge Studies in
Urbanism and the City) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Beyond the Networked City: Infrastructure reconfigurations and urban change in the North and South
(Routledge Studies in Urbanism and the City) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Dolores Wade:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Beyond the Networked City: Infrastructure reconfigurations and urban change in the
North and South (Routledge Studies in Urbanism and the City).

Timothy Roesch:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Beyond the Networked City: Infrastructure reconfigurations and urban
change in the North and South (Routledge Studies in Urbanism and the City) can be your answer as it can be
read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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